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Oyu Tolgoi at a glance

Oyu Tolgoi is the world’s 
largest undeveloped 
gold and copper mine, 
located in the South 
Gobi desert in Mongolia, 
approximately 600km 
south of the Mongolian 
capital Ulaanbaatar. The 
site was discovered in 
2001.

Oyu Tolgoi is anticipated 
to produce 450,000 
tonnes of copper and 
330,000 ounces of gold 
per year after starting 
our operationsin 2012, 
making it one of the 
largest gold and copper 
mines in the world.

Oyu Tolgoi is a joint 
venture between the 
Government of Mongolia, 
and Ivanhoe Mines. 
Rio Tinto took on full 
management control of 
the project in December 
2010, and has a majority 
shareholding in Ivanhoe 
Mines.
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Tailing thickeners with pump station concrete work 
completed (left)
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A Mongolian 
workforce

	 Some 90 per cent of the workforce at the 
mine will be Mongolian-approximately 
3,000 Mongolian jobs. Mongolians hold 
senior management positions within 
Oyu Tolgoi. For every job created at Oyu 
Tolgoi, four extra jobs are expected to 
be created in related industries.

	 Oyu Tolgoi is running the largest 
vocational training programme ever 
established in Mongolia. Many of 
the job skills are transferable-jobs 
will be created in I.T., environmental 
management, and accountancy.

	 Oyu Tolgoi is investing 110 billion MNT 
(US$ 85 million) in this programme, 
and as part of this will construct two 
Mining Schools of Excellence and three 
vocational training centres in five cities 
across Mongolia.

	 We have also established a graduate 
scholarship programme for 120 
students at Mongolian universities and 
30 Mongolian students at international 
universities.
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	 Rio Tinto and Ivanhoe Mines are jointly 
spending an average of 10.4 billion MNT 
(US$ 8 million) every day on goods and 
services, and have paid 335 billion MNT 
(US$ 250 million) in pre-tax profits to 
the Government of Mongolia.

	 Of 12 infrastructure projects underway 
in the South Gobi, all are 100 per cent 
managed by Mongolian companies.
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